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From th
thee
eDitor’s
Desk
Editor’s Desk
Welcome to the first issue of Fagus for 2016. As well, a very special
welcome from Fagus to our new director
of the RTBG, Gary Davies. He is introduced near the beginning of this issue,
and his first Director’s Report follows close on its heels. As well as
welcomes, the past few weeks have
sadly provided us with a number of
farewells. In November, Anne Suter retired from her administrative position in
the RTBG on health grounds. Her account of
her time with the Gardens is to be found on page 8. The Friends
owe a lot to Anne in her capacity as Liaison Officer with the
Friends Committee and in her training role with volunteers. We
wish her well. We have also lost two loyal stalwarts from among
the membership of Friends. Marjorie Walls and Elizabeth Dunbabin both passed away towards the end of last year. Tributes to
these fine ladies are to be found on page 9.
On October 30th 2015 members of Friends attended a
Reception at Government House, hosted by the Governor, the
Her Excellency Professor Kate Warner. It was a very grand occasion and a fitting finale to the year marking the 25th Anniversary
of the founding of Friends. An account of the evening begins on
page 17. Our final General Meeting for the year 2015, held on
December 5th was well attended and doubled as a Christmas
function. See page 11 for details.
As Eileen and I have links with Perth, I have written an article
on Kings Park and the Western Australian Botanic Garden for
this issue of Fagus. It is a location at which we have spent a lot
of time over several years and feel very attached to. We often
meet up with Tour Guides from Kings Park at Volunteer Tour
Guides Conferences around the country and have struck up
acquaintances with several of them over time. It is interesting to
compare the relationship our own RTBG has with the Queens
Domain with that between the WABG and Kings Park. All this
is discussed on pages 14 to 16. Frank Povah, to whom I am
indebted for setting up Fagus, has also contributed an article to
be found on page 7. You will also find a piece on Pinocchio in
the Gardens.
One disappointment I must share with you is the absence of
a response to my offer of an opportunity to ‘Share the Beauty’
(November 2015 issue). Sad to say that I have received no photo contributions from members of Friends. Our Gardens are so
magnificent, surely it can’t be difficult for you all to be inspired!
Hopefully you will be less shy for our May issue. However, if you
wish instead to share your photographs in helping the RTBG to
build up a time line for the Gardens, an App has been developed
to allow you to do just that (see page 13)
Michael Maskrey
Editor
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introducing the
new director
Gary Davies

Thank you for the opportunity of
reporting to you as the Friends of
the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG). You are an extremely
important partner and support
organization to the RTBG and I look
forward to a long and fruitful working relationship.
Let me take this opportunity of
giving you a bit of an introduction
to myself so that you have a better
understanding of who I am and my
experience base.
I studied the biological sciences
and during the process of qualifying and for a period after my initial
work was as a botany technician.
This early work included species
identification and specimen collection as well as vegetation analysis
and mapping. I was then appointed
as a Ranger in the Natal Parks Board
in South Africa where a large portion of my initial duties for a couple
of years was focused on mapping
the vegetation types and species
with the senior scientist for a large
newly established at the time game
reserve (Itala Game Reserve).
I recall these early years of my
career very well which clearly illustrates it was both an extremely
enjoyable and rewarding part of my
life. I went on to have a successful
16 year career with the Natal Parks
Board working in a spectrum of
areas and being promoted to Divisional Head of Sustainable Use and
Extension for the last 9 years of this
career.
In my last 5 years before leaving
South Africa to come to my new
home Australia in 2006 I operated
as CEO for a large Association in
the tourism industry, responsible
FAGUS
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for
promoting the
industry
and servicing members. Since
2006 when
I moved to
Tasmania I have been appointed to
the positions of Manager of Wildlife
Management and Manager Biodiversity Conservation within the current Department within which the
RTBG operates, namely the Department of Primary Industries, Parks,
Water and Environment.
Thus in summary I bring with
me an extensive knowledge, skills
and experience in natural resource
management as well as a high level
of knowledge and expertise in business management. I trust that this
skill set will direct and assist the
RTBG in achieving its Vision, Mission and Values as well as the current and future Management Goals.
It is indeed remarkable and interesting to note that my career has gone
in full circle starting extensively on
the botanical side and now being
Director of the RTBG.
On a personal note, I am married
to my lovely wife Liz and have two
boys! Jonno and Gareth, (both men
in their twenties). Both Liz and I are
avid and keen gardeners and enjoy
restoring old homes that we have
purchased over the years. We also
enjoy visiting gardens and historical
buildings wherever we travel, and
recently were lucky enough to visit
twenty or so National Trust properties and gardens in the United
Kingdom. In returning from these
travels and experiences one cer-
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tainly realizes that we are indeed
very privileged to have such magnificent world class gardens as the
RTBG here in Hobart.
I look forward to working with
the Board to achieving the desired
outcomes for the Gardens. My overall vision is to continue to maintain
an exceptional garden that enriches
Tasmania’s social and cultural life
and educates the community about
the importance of plants. In achieving the above we need to ensure
that we sustainably manage the
core values of the RTBG and promote and manage the Gardens to
ensure its users have the opportunity to attain a quality experience of
these values in the Gardens.
The last important component is
ensuring we have sufficient capacity to achieve the above and thus I
intend to actively pursue partnerships and viable business opportunities for the Gardens thereby
improving the financial sustainability of the RTBG’s.
I have spent the first month getting to know all the staff and as
many volunteers as possible, and
appraising current work, priorities
and workloads. It has been a busy
time over December and into the
New Year with not only visitor numbers being very high but numerous
activities that have been taking
place as well.
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Director’s Report
Gary Davies
Below please find the range of
current activities we have managed recently:
The changeover of the annual displays took place in late November,
undertaken by the Northern team
with support from the Estate team.
The summer display is made up of
strong repeat plantings predominantly of Sunflowers and Cosmos
which are always popular with visitors. Thanks to the commitment
of rostered staff over the Christmas and New Year holidays, the
young seedlings made it through
the heat as they have been getting
established. We look forward to a
blaze of colour through the centre
of the gardens over the next couple
of months.
It’s great to see our precious heritage walls receiving the attention
that they deserve thanks to the State
Government’s Election Commitment funding. Work on the Arthur
Wall and the Superintendent’s Cottage was completed in August last
year followed by work on the Eardley-Wilmot Wall which commenced
in early November, and is expected
to be complete by late February.
Myrtle Rust surveillance work has
been going on over the last months
and RTBG staff have undertaken all
the required surveillance duties in
the south of the state. Seven staff
members have undertaken surveillance training, with four staff members actively engaged in visiting over
sixty sites in the Greater Hobart
region in the two weeks leading up
to Christmas. A second round of site
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visits was due to take place in late
January. This work is time consuming and at times very tiring, but of
great importance to the prevention
and control of this disease, and the
work of all staff involved is greatly
appreciated.
Substantial work has been carried
out on the Greater Hobart Collection, situated in the northern precinct of the gardens. Over the last
two months the northern team has
removed all unwanted vegetation
from this bed, which is approximately 90 metres in length, incorporated almost 40m³ of new soil to the
bed and installed an automated irrigation system in preparation for
replanting. Planting is currently
underway, with over 250 new plants
being added to this collection.
The new RTBG website which
went live in October continues to
be developed as a dynamic communications tool and continues
to receive very positive feedback.
Latest statistics show an average of
180 visitors per day to RTBG website
last two weeks ending the January
12, 2016. Most visited areas: Visitor
centre and restaurant followed by
FAQ, hours and Pinocchio, Christmas in the Gardens and functions
/ weddings, feature attractions,
Tips and tricks for your Garden.
Most popular countries visiting the
site Australia 3639 followed by US
195 then India 99, UK 60 and Hong
Kong 35, and others. RTBG Facebook
over the last 7 days 2510 people have
interacted with the postings with
one posting with more than 750 and

another with 1200. Coverage of the
year of the pulse on both the website
and the Facebook area has also initiated an ABC interview with Louise
Saunders, the Gardens was represented by Marcus Ragus. Improved
signage has been developed for the
Domain gate area and the Derwent
river side, including “What’s showing” and “Myrtle Rust” as well as
welcoming signage in Mandarin.
The RTBG are supporting the
events such as Pinocchio and Celebrate Christmas in the Gardens
Concert through the RTBG Website
and via promotional placements on
the RTBG map pamphlet.
Speaking of which this inaugural event of Celebrate Christmas
in the Gardens Concert proved to
be a great success with over 3000
people attending. One of Australia’s best known entertainers (and
judge from Dancing with the Stars),
Todd McKenney, headed the line up
for ExitLeft’s spectacular Christmas
show. The show brought together
a great line up of marvellous performers who were a hit with the
enthusiastic crowd that showed up
for the night and the grounds of
the RTBG proved to be the perfect
venue. A big thank you to ExitLeft
and all of the wonderful people that
took part to make this a great event.
Lastly this year’s play, Pinocchio, is
currently playing to good numbers
of students and public. The School
Season ran from 23rd November
to 14th December and the Public
Season is currently running from
30th December to 24th January.
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President’s Report

w

elcome to another
year. The last few
months have been
a very busy time for Friends in the
Gardens. It is exciting to see Friends
involved in so many activities and
events. Members have had many
opportunities to be involved as volunteers working within the Gardens.
The ‘New Year’ started for me at
the AGM when I was elected President. The AGM (held on the 19th
September in the Banksia Room)
was well attended. Our guest
speaker, John Wadsley, gave an
interesting presentation about the
Soldiers Memorial Avenue on the
Queen’s Domain. John’s talk was
historically informative and followed
the development and restoration of
the walk from its inception to the
present day. His photos of the cenotaph and Domain dating back to the
early 1900s were a real walk down
Memory Lane.
Towards the end of September Friends assisted at the annual
Tomato Sale. Work towards this sale
begins back in June with the sowing
of tomato seeds and culminates with
a two day event. This has become a
“bigger than Ben Hur” production
with, this year, approximately 8,000
plants (150 varieties of heirloom and
heritage tomatoes) on offer. Approximately $33,000 was raised – RTBG
and Friends share the profits, but
ultimately all proceeds are used to
benefit the Gardens.
The RTBG Spring Festival was held
during the second weekend in October. Friends were once again able to
assist at the entry gates. This year for
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the first time, Friends had an information stall to promote our activities
and membership. An added bonus
was that we raised $900 in tomato,
coriander and bag sales (Tomato
plants which were left over from
the Tomato Sale kindly donated by
Margot White).
Another first was our participation in Seniors Week. During Seniors
Week our Tour Guides offered a one
hour free tour each day and about 50
people participated. The tours were
enjoyable for all concerned and publicised our activities.
October’s activities were rounded
off very nicely with a reception at
Government House to celebrate
25 years since the incorporation
of Friends. The reception was well
attended and was a very relaxed and
pleasant social occasion.
At the beginning of December
Gary Davies was appointed to the
position of Director of RTBG. I have
had an informal meeting with him
to discuss Friends’ role within the
Gardens. I believe that Gary will be
a great supporter of Friends and
everyone who works in the Gardens.
Our final General Meeting for the
year (Saturday 5th December) was
also our end of year social event.
Friends gathered for a short meeting
in the Banksia Room, followed by a
sumptuous morning tea where they
could socialise and catch up on the
latest news. Many thanks to Rebecca
Round for her assistance with providing morning tea (and also a couple
of her famous Christmas puddings
as lucky door prizes). Following
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morning tea Natalie Tapson (one of
RTBGs horticultural Botanists) gave
an interesting presentation: ‘Images
of Macquarie Island and Antarctica’.
She shared some of her amazing
photographs of the birds, animals,
sunsets, islands and ice.
Another end of year gathering,
an end of year BBQ for Friends and
staff was hosted by RTBG. Quite a
number of Friends and other volunteers attended. David Reid and Mark
Fountain manned the barbecue and
produced some very tasty fare. The
Board of Directors was represented
by Damien Bugg and a number of
RTBG staff attended.
Behind the scenes there is a great
deal happening which keeps us all on
our toes:
Chris Watts is kept busy co-ordinating the studio volunteers and
Gardens Explorer drivers. He is also
working on marketing and promoting our ‘buggy’ tours.
Eileen Maskrey co-ordinates
the guided tours which take place
throughout the year and is particularly busy now that the Cruise ship
season is upon us. The Princess Line
is the main supporter of our tours
and continues to include the RTBG
in the list of tours it offers passengers. Co-ordinating the tour guides
and the buggy drivers, who enable
visitors with mobility problems, to
enjoy the Gardens, is no mean task.
Thanks must also go to Chris Santi
and Bridgette Quinn in Admin who
take the initial bookings and pass
them on to Eileen. Guided tours are
one of our biggest revenue raisers.
If you want to book a walking tour
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for yourself, friends or visitors, just
phone the RTBG Administration.
Cost is $6 per person for groups of
4 or more, otherwise $20 for 1, 2 or
3 people. Alternatively, the Gardens
Explorer is a comfortable way to
view the Gardens for those less able
to walk or who would prefer not to
walk. (We are hoping to introduce
Gift Vouchers in the near future.)
Jenny Parrott has been negotiating with a representative on the
Heritage Council for minor works to
be undertaken to the interior of the
Friends Cottage to enhance visitor
experience. RTBG will be celebrating
its bicentenary in 2018 and we have
taken on the refurbishment of the
interior of the cottage as our bicentenary project. Jenny has also had a
number of meetings with Marcus
Ragus and Mark Fountain. (Marcus
has been appointed liaison person
between the RTBG and Friends for
the cottage project and Mark and
Marcus will be sharing the role of
co-ordinator of volunteers.)
The Special Interest Groups of
Friends continue to be active. Growing Friends group continues to
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expand and I believe at times “there’s
hardly room to swing a cat” In the
nursery! The Tasmanian Threatened
orchids propagation group works
away steadily at cultivating fungi and
sowing orchid seed. They are having
a good success rate at germinating
a few different threatened species
and potting up the seedlings into
small pots. Seed Bank volunteers and
Begonia propagating group also continue to be active.
The Restaurant and kiosk redevelopments are now complete. A
discount at the kiosk is available to
members of Friends – you need to
show your membership card. Discounts at the Restaurant (Succulent) are currently not available, but
Friends discount is still available at
the Botanical Gardens shop.
Another benefit of Friends’ membership is the chance to buy Neutrog
products at hugely discounted prices.
In this issue is an order form. The
discounts are only available to members of Friends. In turn, Neutrog is a
great supporter of RTBG.
Our Facebook page is popular. If
you are a Facebook user do check
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regularly as Kaye and Eileen keep it
updated with news and information.
The new RTBG website has been
completed and includes the Friends
pages. Not only do these pages
inform readers of our activities, they
also give information on how to join
Friends. Perhaps you could consider
giving the Gift of Membership to a
friend or relative. It’s a good way to
introduce family or friends to Friends
of RTBG. Membership opens up a
world of events, activities, tours and
information as well some discounts
and savings. It is the generosity of
our members that allows Friends
to continue to support the horticultural, conservation, education and
science initiatives of the RTBG.
The dates for our General Meetings for 2016 have been set. The first
meeting will be Saturday 19th March.
Our Guest Speaker will be the new
Director Gary Davies. Mark the date
in your diary and come along to find
out about Gary’s path to this position
and his vision for the Gardens. (We’ll
even throw in a cuppa and morning
tea!)
Cheers, Joan Booth
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A message from the compositor
COMPOSITOR? It’s a word you only
see in some film credits these days,
but 61 years ago, when I began my
apprenticeship, that’s what a typesetter was called; graphic designers
were known as commercial artists
back then.
These days I also do a lot of copy
editing for various people – fixing up
grammar, composition and vocabulary, etc., but I still like to retain my
links with where it all began.
For those of you interested in
language, a couple of gifts from the
printing trade might interest you.
In the days before mechanical
typesetting was invented, newspaper journalists were instructed to
use stock phrases in writing stories
– a clap like thunder was a favourite – and the compositors to keep
these phrases set in type to speed up
the process of producing pages.
They were called by the French
word for a stereotype, itself emerging technology, cliché, and eventually entered everyday language.
Another old saw, beloved of
pedantic compositors/copy editors

such as I, is “Ye Olde Inne” – Ye Olde
anything in fact.
Ye is an archaic personal pronoun, first used as the plural of thou
and later broadened to include singular pronouns.
The early English alphabet was
different from today’s – U and J
were late inclusions –and included
the letter “thorn”, representing the
th sound in “the”. It was displayed in
lower case as þ, varying in appearance depending on the type face, or
fount as they are now improperly
called.
The printing folklore of England
has it that a French printing house
produced an English translation of
a French work, and having no thorn
in its type cases, instead used the
letter “y”.
The English have a propensity to
blame the French for all evils (and
vice versa) and I think a more reasonable explanation might lie in early
signwriters substituting the capital
Y for Þ, the capital thorn, so as to
avoid confusion with the letter “P”
– or perhaps the newly emergent

A display of West Australian natives at the entrance to the WAGB.
Story on page 14.
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“display” typefaces (or larger sizes
of the standard “book faces”) may
not have included it. Type was very
expensive to produce, the moulds
for the individual letters were cut by
hand, and so perhaps compositors
themselves substituted the letter
Y when setting display lines. I think
this has some credence, because the
“long s” – ƒ or ∫ – is rarely uƒed in
the largerƒizes ƒeen in early printed
works.
To this day, I still read Ye Old Tea
Shoppe as “Youse Old Tea Shop”.
Why am I belabouring you with
this trivia?
Well perhaps it’s to hint at the
pride I take in my work – since I was
an apprentice I have tried to emulate the quotation, taken from an
old printers’ treatise, that was stuck
up on the wall over my bulk (work
bench):
A craftsman is someone who
cannot help doing what is given
him to do better than others
think worthwhile.

And therein lies the reason that I
have reluctantly asked your editor
to hand over the production of Fagus
to someone else; I have been doing
my very best at this sort of thing for
too long and am beginning to feel
burned out.
This is just one of five magazines
I prepare for special interest groups
– three voluntarily and two for very
small honoraria – something I have
been doing for years now and in the
process leaving very little time for
myself and my own interests.
Between these magazines and
the one-person editorial business
I once conducted, I have not had a
real break since the early 1980s, and
I feel I have done enough. Too many
seven-day work weeks have taken
their toll.
Thank you for reading this far and
thank you for all the kind comments
you have made about my time with
you — Frank Povah.
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Farewell, Anne Suter
What a privilege it was to work
at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical
Gardens for 17 years!
I was appointed to the position of
Manager Business Services in October 1998 after spending 17 and a
half years working in the Commonwealth Health and Community Services Department in many varied
positions including Personnel Manager, Finance Manager and Senior
Project Officer positions dealing
with various health and community
services programs. It was definitely
time to escape the concrete jungle
in Hobart and for a ‘sea change’ in
my career though, so I undertook a
Certificate in Horticulture on a parttime basis at night in preparation
for a move. In gaining the position
at the Gardens, I was able to achieve
the best of both worlds by utilising
my business skills and pursuing my
love of horticulture.
My association with the Gardens
has been life long – visiting the Gardens as a child for many family picnics, school excursions and friends’
birthday parties. In those days, the
restaurant was ‘the place’ for kid’s
parties. As a young adult, the Gardens was always a place I would
enjoy showing off to visiting interstate friends. In the mid-nineties,
I needed a year off work for health
reasons and received great pleasure
in attending weekly horticulture
therapy classes. What a great program this was. Returning to work
only 4 days per week, I chose to volunteer in the Easy Access Garden
on my day off, undertaking garden
maintenance and supporting the
classes.
It has been my pleasure to work
in this beautiful working environment with its rich history and with
such a fantastic and dedicated
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group of staff and volunteers. The
aspects of my job that I enjoyed the
most were:
• the interaction with staff and
volunteers in a caring workplace
and a workplace that you were
proud to be a part of;
• mentoring and nurturing
trainees and having the satisfaction
of seeing them develop and achieve
their career goals;
• managing the Botanical Shop
and assisting in the growth and
development of that business, and
• the opportunity to support
such interesting programs and proj-

ects including the Seed Bank, the
conservation collections and the
many new horticultural developments and projects in the Gardens.
My retirement due to ill health
was a little earlier than I had
planned, hoping to stay until the
RTBG’s bicentenary in 2018, but it
has certainly proved to be the right
decision health-wise and like so
many retirees, I now wonder how I
had time to work!!
I look forward to an ongoing
involvement with the Gardens as a
volunteer for many years to come.
Anne Suter
Anne Suter at her farewell event in
November, 2015, posing with Friends
Secretary, Aina Dambitis. The flowers
were a gift to Anne from Friends in
appreciation for her work with the
Friends Committee as Liaison Officer.
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Farewell to Dear Friends
Vale
Elizabeth Dunbabin
31/05/1925 – 19/12/2015

Sadly, Elizabeth Belle Dunbabin
passed away on December 19th. The
following tribute to her is based on
an interview conducted by Elizabeth
Haworth on18 September 2014 with
the intention of publishing in Fagus
as a Member Profile.
Elizabeth was a founder
member of the Friends of the Gardens, having joined in 1979, when
the Friends were established by
Marcus Hurburgh. She was Friend
number 10.
Prior to becoming a Friend, Elizabeth was a busy hospital nurse. It
was not till she retired that she had
the time to get really involved in the
work of the Gardens. However, she
then became a very active Friend,
supporting educational programs,
fund-raising, and making the gardens accessible to the disabled, both
children and adults, through her
close ties with the Red Cross and
with nursing homes. In 1981, the
year of the disabled, she supported
the development of easy access gardens and worked closely with Pat
Mavromatis, the hortotherapist
appointed to this project. She also
FAGUS
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particularly enjoyed working with
Jean Gray who became the Gardens
education officer in about 1990.
When Tony May was the superintendent of the the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG)
in Hobart, he, other members of
the board and representative of
Hobart City Council often attended
Friends meetings. Thus the Friends
felt that they were involved in decision making over the future of the
Gardens. She remembers sitting
around a huge Huon pine table,
which sadly, due to lack of space as
buildings were reassigned, had to be
sold. She was proud of the history
exhibition which Jenny Parrott set
up and supported it.
Elizabeth’s first encounter with
the Gardens was in the 1940’s when
she and her sister were boarders
at Clemes College, which subsequently became the Friends’ School.
Then, during the Second World
War when money was scarce, the
highlight of visits to the Gardens
was sharing a threepenny ice cream
with her sister or a friend.
Then and as a Friend, Elizabeth
has had great fun at the Gardens,
met lots of interesting people and
made many enduring friendships.
She has fond memories of festivals
and parties. Elizabeth still had a
beautiful azalea plant which she was
able to choose at the annual Christmas party for Friends. This stood in
pride of place on the balcony of her
unit at Vaucluse Gardens.
Elizabeth remembers too Dr
Thompson’s bees, the aviary and the
zoo in the domain, now closed.
Perhaps the highlight of her
association with the Gardens was
being privileged to join a European
garden tour lead by Tony May which
included England, Scotland, Wales,
France (Paris, Normandy and Brittany) and Holland. However, she
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also had great memories of Peter
Cundall and Pete’s patch, valued by
Tasmanians then and now.
Throughout much of 2015 Elizabeth still visited the Gardens and
attended meetings of the Friends
and was involved in Friends activities. She was still keen to share her
insightful views on many aspects of
the Gardens and was a valued contributor at meetings. She will be
missed.

Vale Marjorie Wall
9/10/1925 – 30/9/2015

Friends of the RTBG were saddened
to hear of the passing of Marjorie
Wall in September. A memorial
Service to celebrate her life was
held in November.
Marjorie grew up on an orchard
at the back of Glenorchy and (in an
article in a 2012 edition of Fagus)
remembers, as a child, catching the
train from Glenorchy to the Botanical Gardens for a family picnic or a
visit to the Beaumauris Zoo site.
Her love of the bush, in particular her interest in wildflowers and
native orchids, led to her being an
active and eventual Life Member
of the Field Naturalists Society and
Bushcare Tasmania.
When her husband Leonard led
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the evening bird walks around the
Botanical Gardens, Marjorie lent a
hand. During that time Marjorie
was a regular visitor to the potting
shed and joined the basket weaving
group run by Gwen Egg - collecting
plant materials such as pine needles, iris, cordyline and flax leaves
from around the gardens.
She joined the Friends in 2004
when the exhibition of Wilhelmina
Jeffery’s paintings of birds and flowers was held in the cottage. She volunteered in the cottage and enjoyed
spending time talking to interested
people about our birds and flowers.

Good friends Marjorie Wall (rear seat) and Elizabeth Dunbabin (front passenger
seat) take a ‘Friends Buggy’ ride to the General Meeting of Friends in March,
2015. The driver is Rebecca Round

Plant under threat
an ongoing feature

Common name: Mount Arthur Boronia
Botanical name: Boronia hemichiton
Plant type/family: A perennial woody shrub with erect but
straggly growth It is endemic to Tasmania and is restricted
to the western part of Mount Arthur. It grows in wet heath/
scrub with a linear range of just 3.9 km.
Why it is threatened: B hemichiton is restricted to a very
small area, with a population numbering an estimated
2500 mature individuals, making it extremely vulnerable
to extinction, mainly from inappropriate fire regimes and
climate change.
Its story: We have collected seed which is now stored in the
Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre at the RTBG to be used
for future research and conservation work.
How you can help: Get involved; join your local Landcare group, Threatened Plants
Tasmania volunteers or join the RTBG Seed Bank, contact jameswood@rtbg.tas.gov.au
For more information: go to www.rtbg.tas.gov.au/conservation
FAGUS
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Friends General Meetings
Last for 2015 and First for 2016

tious festive food which was much
enjoyed and appreciated the by
Members present.
The General Meeting dates have
been set for 2016. They are 19th
March, 4th June, 17th September
(AGM) and 3rd December. The
new Director of the RTBG, Dr. Gary
Davies has agreed to attend the
meeting as guest speaker. This will
give all members of Friends a great
opportunity to meet the director in
person. It is hoped that a many of
you as possible attend.

The final 2015 General Meeting for
the Friends was held on Saturday,
December 5th in the Banksia Room.
The meeting was well attended.
The reports from the Executive
demonstrated the hard work that
had been done throughout 2015 and
the high profile that the Friends held
within the RTBG Community. Following the formal meeting, Natalie
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Tapson (Horticultural Botanist) was
the guest speaker. She related her
experiences of her working visits
to Macquarie Island and Antarctica
and presented some amazing slides
of her journeys among the sea ice
of the Southern Ocean. This General Meeting doubled as a Christmas function and Rebecca Round
and Joan Booth provided scrump-
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Clockwise from top left: The final
General Meeting of Friends for 2015
was well attended. Aina Dambitis
(Sec.) and Jenny Parrott (History
Group Coordinator) are in the
foreground. Louise Rainbow with the
guest speaker for the meeting, Natalie
Tapson. Kay Hayes (Treas.), Aina
Dambitis and Mike Maskrey
(Fagus Editor)
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Friends’ Cottage Report
Friends Cottage is progressing
slowly but surely. A meeting was
held in November with Mark Fountain (Acting Director) and Marcus
Reagus, who is now the liaison
person for the project.
A memorandum of understanding was discussed and the general outline of our project agreed
to in principle. Since then further discussions have taken place
with the Heritage Commission
and an acceptable contractor will
give us a quote for the proposed
work - cleaning and sealing the
floors and providing a custom built
wooden framed glass front door.
If the quote is acceptable to Friends
and the work approved by the Heritage Commission and the Gardens
we will go ahead as soon as possi-
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ble. The current display will then be
assessed and rearranged to allow
the frames of Plant Collectors, Botanists and Illustrators to be hung
with new information labels being
made by Marcus. Hopefully before

the next Fagus we will be able to
have a small working group to carry
out the rearrangement. Please contact me if you have any suggestions
or ideas for the Cottage.
Jenny Parrott

Read all about it on page 19
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wozzere

The RTBG has introduced a free phone app
that enables visitors to record and upload their
photographs in such a way that it will add to the
pictorial time line of the garden throughout the
weeks, seasons and years.
Named ‘wozzere’, the app can be downloaded from
the Apple App Store at www.wozzere.com

What does wozzere do?
•It guides you to photo locations. It tells you a little bit
as to why that location is special.
•It shows you a semi-transparent overlay on your
camera view, so as to allow you to align a new photo.
• Finally, it adds your photo to the timeline for the
chosen location.
The instructions below provide a step by step
sequence on how to proceed.
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Kings ParkQ

D Western Australian

Botanic Garden

h

aving a son and his family
living in Perth, Eileen and
I have been making frequent visits to that city over the past
couple of decades. Almost inevitably we spend at least one day of our
visit wandering through Kings Park.
At just over 400 hectares, Kings
Park is one of the largest inner-city
parks in the world. Although on a
larger scale, Kings Park has many
similarities to Queens Domain in
Hobart. Both occupy prominent
positions within their respective
cities. Both consist largely of native
bush. Both contain a number of
roadways, pathways and trails. Both
have significant soldiers’ memorials
consisting of avenues of trees. Both
are adjacent to cenotaphs. Both
command views of river estuaries,
the Derwent in the case of Queens
Domain and the Swan in the case of
Kings Park.
Perhaps the most important similarity from our standpoint is that
just as Queens Domain is the home
for the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG), Kings Park is
the site for the Western Australian
Botanic Garden (WABG).
The WABG has an area of 18 hectares, so is not very different in size
to the RTBG (14 hectares). According to available sources. the WABG
was designed by the Government
Landscape Architect, John Oldham,
and its initial purpose was to showcase the flora of Western Australia
to people visiting Perth for the 1962
British Empire and Commonwealth
Games. However, the official opening was not until October, 1965.
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This means that the WABG recently
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.
So this makes it very much a ‘new
kid on the block’ compared with
the RTBG, which is approaching its
bicentennial in 2018.
The WABG is almost exclusively
devoted to Western Australian
plants, and species from all over the
vast state of WA are represented..
There is always a colourful show of
natives near the northern entrance
to the garden to provide an instant
‘wow’ factor to the visitor who does
not have sufficient time to explore
deeper.. Within the WABG, the
trees, shrubs and flower beds are

mainly set out to display flora of
the various geographical regions of
the state, as shown in the accompanying map of the gardens. For
instance the southern Tuart, Karri
and Jarrah forests are represented,
as are the coastal flora, and those of
the wheatbelt, goldfields and sandplains of the interior regions. The
WABG contains all the iconic Western Australian species, including the
Red and Green Kangaroo Paw, or
‘mangle’ (Anigozanthos manglesii),
Menzie’s Banksia (Banksia menziesii) and the ‘Silver Princess’ gum
(Eucalyptus caesia) among many
others. There are almost no exotic
species. Eastern States flora are confined to a small area at the extreme
southern tip of the gardens. There
is also a display of Mediterranean
flora, but this is included specifically
to highlight the fact that Perth has
a typically ‘textbook’ Mediterranean
climate.
Below, and on following page: Map of
Kings Park, showing location of the
WAGB, and map of the Garden
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The WABG has a number of
unique features worthy of mention. One of the earlier additions
undertaken was The Pioneer Women’s Memorial. This consists of an
ornamental lake, fountains and
sculpture located at the very heart
of the gardens. The nine foot bronze
statue, depicting a mother with an
infant in her arms, was completed
in 1968 by Margaret Priest, who also
assisted with its restoration in 2009.
The statue stands on a low stone
plynth in the pond surrounded
by fountains that undergo a three
minute cycle from bubblers to full
jets. The lawns around the memorial are a favourite picnic spot for
families. The Lotterywest Federation Walkway was opened in 2003.
The entire walkway is 620 metres
long, with an aerial section of 222
metres. The aerial section has a 52
metre long arched bridge with a
maximum height of 16 metres. The
bridge has glass walls, thus allowing uninterrupted views of the sur-
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rounding forest trees
and of the Swan
River. Artworks along
the walkway include
designs by the Nyoongar, the local indigenous people. The story
of the Giant Boab ‘Gia
Jumulu’ gained worldwide media attention
when in July 2008, it
made a 3,200 kilometre, 5-day road journey
from the Kimberley
region, from where it
had to be removed due
to highway construction, to the WABG.
Never before had a 750
year old tree been relocated over such a distance. The Giant Boab is
still ‘settling in’ to its new environment. The most frequently asked
question of garden staff is “is it
still alive?” as it shows few outward
signs of life. However, biopsies have
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Silver Princess Gum
Eucalyptus caesia, subsp. magna

confirmed that the tree is alive and
expected to thrive eventually.
One very big difference between
the WABG and the RTBG is that
there is no definable demarcation
boundary between the WABG and
Kings Park. Whereas the RTBG is
defined by walls, gates and fences
that physically separate the RTBG
from the rest of Queens Domain,
visitors to the WABG are able to
wander off along the many bushland nature trails through Kings
Park almost without being aware
that they have left the WABG and
entered Kings Park. So to most
people visiting the WABG is synonymous with a visit to Kings Park. This
is so much the case that the Friends
organisation that was established in
1993 is called Friends of Kings Park
and not Friends of the WABG. Likewise, the guided walks, founded in
1984 are undertaken by Kings Park
volunteer guides. These guides are
located in the WABG but their tours
range between the WABG and the
natural bushland areas of Kings
Park, especially in the wildflower
season from August to October. The
Kings Park Festival, which began in
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1965 is largely set in the WABG. It is a month-long celebration that takes place in September and attracts over
half a million visitors annually. If you have not already
done so, on your next visit to Perth I urge you to visit
Kings Park and especially enjoy the WABG.

Clockwise from above: The Pioneer Women memorial
Menzies’ Banksia (Banksia menziesii);
Red and Green Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos manglesii);
Lotterywest Federation Walkway; Giant Boab ‘Gia Jumulu’
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Friends at Government House
Promptly at 6pm on Friday October 30th 2015, approximately 70 Friends of
the RTBG gathered in Government House for a reception to mark the organisation’s 25th Anniversary of its foundation. Those attending were warmly
greeted by the Governor of Tasmania, Her Excellency Professor Kate Warner
and Mr Richard Warner. Friends were treated to finger-food and drinks and
given the opportunity to talk with one another and to the Governor and
her staff. Professor Warner gave a short speech of welcome, pointing out
the important historical links between Government House and the Botanical Gardens right from their conception. She spoke fondly of her own links
with the Gardens and how she loved her early morning walks there. She also
mentioned that she liked to read Fagus. Helen Cutts who is a member of
the Growing Friends propagation group, presented the Governor with a fine
specimen of Winter Sweet (Chimonanthus praecox) purported to be a special
favourite of Professor Warner. The gift was well received. The Friends present were encouraged to visit the fine dining room of Government House, as
well as the reception room. In all, the event was an outstanding success and
much enjoyed by all who attended.
Right: Joan Booth
(Pres.) and Eileen
Maskrey (VP) chat
with the Governor
Left: Victoria von
Witt and friend
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Below: Part of the large gathering at
the Vice-Regal residence

17

Friends received at
government house

Left: Lorraine Cotter and Fran Alexis
Above: Frank Povah and Chris Cruise
Below: Her Excellency with, from left, an ADC
(name unknown), Ruth Beaumont, Rebecca Round
and Elizabeth Haworth

18

FAGUS

•

NOVEMBER 2015

Following a successful schools program leading up to Christmas, the
Big Monkey production of ‘Pinocchio’ opened to general audiences
on December 30th.
Our family were present for the
much anticipated event – and we
were not disappointed. The approximately one hour, twenty minute
performance took place in two
venues, beginning on the edge of the

pinetum area and later moving to
the lawns below the visitor centre.
Les Winspear’s adaptaion was highly
entertaining. The action was nonstop and hectic. The actors went
all out with their zany humour and
character portrayal. They sang and
danced with great energy and built
an easy raport with an audience that
encompassed a whole age range,
from babes in arms to seniors. Our

own grandchildren were delighted
by the show and were eager to have
their photographs taken with the
actors afterwards, requests that
were readily accommodated.
Since their first public performance, the show has been playing before audiences of up to 300
people per performance and has
been regarded as a great success.
Our information is that the Big
Monkey production for the 20162017 summer season is to be ‘Alice
in Wonderland’. Before then, in
February 2016, the focus turns to
Shakespeare in the Gardens. The play
chosen for this year is the comedy
‘Much Ado About Nothing’, to be
performed by Directions Theatre.
Opening night is Friday, February
12th. Friends Members are reminded
that they are able to claim concession rates for all performances that
take place in the Gardens.

Left: Pinocchio meets up with two
unsavoury characters, a fox and a cat
in the second half of the show
Below: Punch and Judy play alongside
the ‘hero’ appear in the first half.
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General Information for Members and
Prospective Members

The Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand (BGANZ), of which
organisation our own Gardens is a member, has proposed a special Open
Day for May 29th, 2016. Watch for further in information.

Do you have any items of interest in your scrapbook (or, like me, in
that pile of papers you’ve been meaning to sort since the year dot)?
Why not share thm with Friends by way of Fagus?

✃

General Meetings for 2016
The following dates have been set
aside for General Meetings for the
coming year. Please add these to
your calendars and diaries.
March 19th, June 4th
September 17th (AGM)
December 3rd
All these dates are Saturdays. Meetings are scheduled to begin at 10am.
The venue will normally be the
Banksia Room. The Secretary will
send out reminders to Members in
advance of each meeting.
Please note that the Director, Dr Gary
Davies has agreed to be the speaker
at the March General Meeting.
If you would like to be involved
in any of our projects please
contact the President or any
committee member.

FRIENDS OF THE ROYAL TASMANIAN BOTANICAL GARDENS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Dr

Prof.

Mr

Mrs

Ms

Other___________(Please circle preferred option)

Address________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________State________Postcode_______________________________
Contact Details: Phone (H)__________________________ (W)______________________________________
Mobile_________________________________Email____________________________________________
Name preferred on badge____________________________________________________________________
I wish to pay the following subscription* (tick one)
h Single, $30 h Joint, $40 h Affiliate, $55 h Make a donation of $___________
I am paying by h Cheque/Money Order h Cash h Direct Deposit (details below. PLEASE reference your name)†
I am interested in h Cultural Heritage/Library h Visitor Services h Tour Guides
h Growing Friends h Friends Cottage h Seed Conservation h Begonia Volunteers
*I understand that my annual subscription will be deposited in Friends of the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens account and will be allocated to specific projects of the Royal
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens as nominated by the Friends Committee.

Please send this form with your payment c/o Membership Officer, or pay at the Botanical Shop
†Bendigo Bank. BSB: 633-700 A/c # 1171 21863

A/c name: Friends of RTGB
Membership # 2015/16___________________________
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